
To The Duchesse of  
Newcastle, On Her New 
Blazing-World.

Our Elder World, with 
all their Skill and Arts, 
Could but divide the 
World intow three Parts: 
Columbus, then for  
Navigation fam’d, 
Found a new World, 
America ‘tis nam’d;
 
Now this new World was 
found, it was not made, 
Onely discovered,  
lying in Time’s shade. 
 
Then what are You,  
having no Chaos found 
To make a World, or any 
such least ground? 

But your Creating  
Fancy, thought it fit 
To make your World of 
Nothing, but pure Wit.
 
Your Blazing-World,  
beyond the Stars mounts 
higher, Enlightens all 
with a Cœlestial Fier. 

William Newcastle
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To all Noble and Worthy Ladies.

This present Description of a New World, was 
made as an Appendix to my Observations upon 
Experimental Philosophy; and, having some 
Sympathy and Coherence with each other, 
were joyned together as Two several Worlds, 
at their Two Poles. But, by reason most Ladies 
take no delight in Philosophical Arguments,  
I separated some from the mentioned Obser-
vations, and caused them to go out by them-
selves, that I might express my Respects,  
in presenting to Them such Fancies as my 
Contemplations did afford. The First Part is 
Romancical; the Second, Philosophical;  
and the Third is meerly Fancy; or (as I may 

call it) Fantastical. And if (Noble Ladies)  
you  should chance to take pleasure in rea- 
ding these Fancies, I shall account my self a 
Happy Creatoress: If not, I must be content  
to live a Melancholly Life in my own World; 
which I cannot call a Poor World, if Poverty 
be only want of Gold, and Jewels: for, there is 
more Gold in it, than all the Chymists ever 
made; or, (as I verily believe) will ever be able 
to make. As for the Rocks of Diamonds, I 
wish, with all my Soul, they might be shared 
amongst my Noble Female Friends; upon 
which condition, I would willingly quit my 
Part: And of the Gold, I should desire only  
so much as might suffice to repair my Noble 
Lord and Husband’s Losses: for, I am not  
Covetous, but as Ambitious as ever any of  
my Sex was, is, or can be; which is the cause, 
That though I cannot be Henry the Fifth, or 
Charles the Second; yet, I will endeavour to 
be, Margaret the First: and, though I have nei-
ther Power, Time nor Occasion, to be a great 
Conqueror, like Alexander, or Cesar; yet, rath-
er than not be Mistress of a World, since For-
tune and the Fates would give me none, I have 
made One of my own. And thus, believing, or, 
at least, hoping, that no Creature can, or will, 
Envy me for this World of mine, I remain,

Noble Ladies, Your Humble Servant,  
M. Newcastle (Margaret Cavendish)
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 A Merchant travelling into a foreign 
Country, fell extreamly in Love with a young 
Lady; but being a stranger in that Nation,  
and beneath her, both in Birth and Wealth,  
he could have but little hopes of obtaining his 
desire; however his Love growing more and 
more vehement upon him, even to the slighting 
of all difficulties, he resolved at last to Steal 
her away; which he had the better opportunity 
to do, because her Father’s house was not far 
from the Sea, and she often using to gather 
shells upon the shore accompanied not with 
above two to three of her servants it encour-
aged him the more to execute his design. Thus 
coming one time with a little leight Vessel, not 
unlike a Packet-boat, mann’d with some few 
Sea-men, and well victualled, for fear of some 
accidents, which might perhaps retard their 
journey, to the place where she used to repair; 
he forced her away: But when he fancied him-
self the happiest man of the World, he proved 
to be the most unfortunate; for Heaven frown-
ing at his Theft, raised such a Tempest, as 
they knew not what to do, or whither to steer 
their course; so that the Vessel, both by its 
own leightness, and the violent motion of the 
Wind, was carried as swift as an Arrow out of 
a Bow, towards the North-pole, and in a short 
time reached the Icy Sea, where the wind 
forced it amongst huge pieces of Ice; but being 
little, and leight, it did by the assistance and 
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favour of the gods to this virtuous Lady, so 
turn and wind through those precipices, as if 
it had been guided by some experienced Pilot, 
and skilful Mariner: But alas! Those few men 
which were in it, not knowing whither they 
went, nor what was to be done in so strange 
an Adventure, and not being provided for so 
cold a Voyage, were all frozen to death; the 
young Lady onely, by the light of her Beauty, 
the heat of her Youth, and Protection of  
the Gods, remaining alive: Neither was it a 
wonder that the men did freeze to death; 
for they were not onely driven to the very end 
or point of the Pole of that World, but even to 
another Pole of another World, which joined 
close to it; so that the cold having a double 
strength at the conjunction of those two Poles, 
was insupportable: At last, the Boat still 
passing on, was forced into another World;  
for it is impossible to round this Worlds Globe 
from Pole to Pole, so as we do from East to 
West; because the Poles of the other World, 
joining to the Poles of this, do not allow any 
further passage to surround the World that 
way; but if any one arrives to either of these 
Poles, he is either forced to return, or to enter 
into another World: and lest you should scru-
ple at it, and think, if it were thus, those that 
live at the Poles would either see two Suns  
at one time, or else they would never want the 
Sun’s light for six months together, as it is 

commonly believed: You must know, that each 
of these Worlds having its own Sun to enlight-
en it, they move each one in their peculiar  
Circles; which motion is so just and exact, 
that neither can hinder or obstruct the other; 
for they do not exceed their Tropicks: and 
although they should meet, yet we in this 
World cannot so well perceive them, by  
reason of the brightness of our Sun, which 
being nearer to us, obstructs the splendor of 
the Sun of the other World, they being too far  
off to be discerned by our optick perception, 
except we use very good Telescopes; by which, 
skilful Astronomers have often observed two 
or three Suns at once. But to return to the 
wandering Boat, and the distressed Lady; she 
seeing all the Men dead, found small comfort 
in life; their Bodies which were preserved all 
that while from putrefaction and stench, by 
the extremity of cold, began now to thaw, and 
corrupt; whereupon she having not strength 
enough to fling them over-board, was forced 
to remove out of her small Cabine, upon the 
deck, to avoid the nauseous smell; and finding 
the Boat swim between two plains of Ice, as 
a stream that runs betwixt two shores, at last 
perceived land, but covered all with Snow: 
from which came, walking upon the Ice, 
strange Creatures, in shape like Bears, only 
they went upright as men; those Creatures 
coming near the Boat, catched hold of it with 
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their Paws, that served them instead of hands; 
some two or three of them entred first; and 
when they came out, the rest went in one after 
another; at last having viewed and observed 
all that was in the Boat, they spake to each 
other in a language which the Lady did  
not understand; and having carried her out of 
the Boat, sunk it, together with the dead men.
The Lady now finding her self in so strange  
a place, and amongst such wonderful kind of 
Creatures, was extreamly strucken with fear, 
and could entertain no other Thoughts, but 
that every moment her life was to be a sacri-
fice to their cruelty; but those Bear-like Crea-
tures, how terrible soever they appear’d to her 
sight, yet were they so far from exercising any 
cruelty upon her, that rather they shewed her 
all civility and kindness imaginable; for she 
being not able to go upon the Ice, by reason 
of its slipperiness, they took her up in their 
rough arms, and carried her into their City, 
where instead of Houses, they had Caves 
under ground; and as soon as they enter’d the 
City, both Males and Females, young and old, 
flockt together to see this Lady, holding up 
their Paws in admiration; at last having 
brought her into a certain large and spacious 
Cave, which they intended for her reception, 
they left her to the custody of the Females, 
who entertained her with all kindness and 
respect, and gave her such victuals as they 



18 19

appear’d not of an equal heigth, yet they 
seemed to be all one piece, without partitions: 
but at last drawing nearer, she perceived a 
clift, which was a part of those Rocks, out of 
which she spied coming forth a great number 
of Boats, which afar off shewed like a company 
of Ants, marching one after another; the Boats 
appeared like the holes or partitions in a Honey- 
comb, and when joined together, stood as 
close; the men were of several Complexions, 
but none like any of our World; and when 
both the Boats and Ships met, they saluted 
and spake to each other very courteously; for 
there was but one language in all that 
World: nor no more but one Emperor, to 
whom they all submitted with the greatest 
duty and obedience, which made them live in 
a continued Peace and Happiness; not 
acquainted with Foreign Wars or Home-bred 
Insurrections. The Lady now being arrived at 
this place, was carried out of her Ship into one 
of those Boats, and conveighed through the 
same passage (for there was no other) into 
that part of the World where the Emperor did 
reside; which part was very pleasant, and of a 
mild temper: Within it self it was divided by a 
great number of vast and large Rivers, all ebb-
ing and flowing, into several Islands of une-
qual distance from each other, which in most 
parts were as pleasant, healthful, rich, and 
fruitful, as Nature could make them; and, as I 

enemies but the Winds: But the Leather Ships 
were not altogether so sure, although much 
leighter; besides, they were pitched to keep 
out Water.

Having thus prepar’d, and order’d their Navy, 
they went on in despight of Calm or Storm: 
And though the Lady at first fancied her self 
in a very sad condition, and her mind was 
much tormented with doubts and fears, not 
knowing whether this strange Adventure 
would tend to her safety or destruction; yet 
she being withal of a generous spirit, and 
ready wit, considering what dangers she had 
past, and finding those sorts of men civil and 
diligent attendants to her, took courage, and 
endeavoured to learn their language; which 
after she had obtained so far, that partly by 
some words and signs she was able to appre-
hend their meaning, she was so far from being 
afraid of them, that she thought her self not 
onely safe, but very happy in their company: 
By which we may see, that Novelty discom-
poses the mind, but acquaintance settles it in 
peace and tranquillity. At last, having passed 
by several rich Islands and Kingdoms, they 
went towards Paradise, which was the seat  
of the Emperor; and coming in sight of it, 
rejoiced very much; the Lady at first could 
perceive nothing but high Rocks, which 
seemed to touch the Skies; and although they 
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Diamonds, Pearls, Rubies, and the like pre-
cious Stones, that it surpasses my skill 
to enumerate them all. Amongst the rest, the 
Imperial Room of State appear’d most mag-
nificent; it was paved with green Diamonds 
 (for there are in that World Diamonds of all 
Colours) so artificially, as it seemed but of  
one piece; the Pillars were set with Diamonds  
so close, and in such a manner, that they 
appear’d most Glorious to the sight; between 
every Pillar was a Bow or Arch of a certain 
sort of Diamonds, the like whereof our World 
does not afford; which being placed in every 
one of the Arches in several rows, seemed  
just like so many Rainbows of several  
different colours. The roof of the Arches was 
of blew Diamonds, and in the midst thereof 
was a Carbuncle, which represented the Sun; 
and the Rising and Setting-Sun at the East 
and West-side of the Room were made of 
Rubies. Out of this Room there was a passage 
into the Emperor’s Bed-Chamber, the Walls 
whereof were of Jet, and the Floor of black 
Marble; the Roof was of Mother of Pearl, 
where the Moon and Blazing-Stars were repre-
sented by white Diamonds, and his Bed was 
made of Diamonds and Carbuncles. 
No sooner was the Lady brought before the 
Emperor, but he conceived her to be some 
Goddess, and offered to worship her; which 
she refused, telling him, (for by that time she 

had pretty well learned their Language) that 
although she came out of another world, yet 
was she but a mortal. At which the Emperor 
rejoycing, made her his Wife, and gave her 
an absolute power to rule and 
govern all that World as she pleased. But her 
subjects, who could hardly be perswaded to 
believe her mortal, tender’d her all the Vener-
ation and Worship due to a Deity.

Her Accoustrement after she was made 
Empress, was as followeth: On her head she 
wore a Cap of Pearl, and a Half-moon of Dia-
monds just before it; on the top of her Crown 
came spreading over a broad Carbuncle, cut 
in the form of the Sun; her Coat was of Pearl, 
mixt with blew Diamonds, and frindged with 
red ones; her Buskins and Sandals were of 
green Diamonds; In her left hand she held a 
Buckler, to signifie the Defence of her Domin-
ions; which Buckler was made of that sort of 
Diamond as has several different Colours; and 
being cut and made in the form of an Arch, 
shewed like a Rain-bow; In her right hand she 
carried a Spear made of white Diamond, cut 
like the tail of a Blazing Star, which signified 
that she was ready to assault those that 
proved her Enemies.
None was allowed to use or wear Gold but 
those of the Imperial Race, which were the 
onely Nobles of the State; nor durst any one 
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in it self, alledging an old Tradition, that it 
should at some time break asunder, and burn 
the Heavens, and consume this world into hot 
Embers, which, said they, could not be done, 
if the Sun were not fiery of it self. Others 
again said, This opinion could not stand with 
reason; for Fire being a destroyer of all things, 
the Sun-Stone after this manner would burn 
up all the near adjoining Bodies: Besides, said 
they, Fire cannot subsist without fuel; and the 

Sun-Stone having nothing to feed on, would in 
a short time consume it self; wherefore they 
thought it more probable that the Sun was not 
actually hot, but onely by the reflection of its 
light; so that its heat was an effect of its light, 
both being immaterial. But this opinion again 
was laught at by others, and rejected as ridic-
ulous, who thought it impossible that one 
immaterial should produce another; and 
believed that both the light and heat of the 
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her Experimental Philosophers, to observe 
them through such Instruments as are called 
Telescopes, which they did according to her 
Majesties Command; but these Telescopes 
caused more differences and divisions 
amongst them, then ever they had before;  
for some said, they perceived that the Sun 
stood still, and the Earth did move about it; 
others were of opinion, that they both did 
move; and others said again, that the Earth 
stood still, and Sun did move; some counted 
more Stars then others; some discovered new 
Stars never seen before; some fell into a great 
dispute with others concerning the bigness of 
the Stars; some said, The Moon was another 
World like their Terrestrial Globe, and the 
spots therein were Hills and Vallies; but oth-
ers would have the spots to be the Terrestrial 
parts, and the smooth and glossie parts, the 
Sea: At last, the Empress commanded them to 
go with their Telescopes to the very end of  
the Pole that was joined to the World she 
came from, and try whether they could per-
ceive any Stars in it: which they did; and, 
being re  turned to her Majesty, reported that 
they had seen three Blazing-Stars appear 
there, one after another in a short time, 
whereof two were bright, and one dim; but 
they could not agree neither in this observa-
tion: for some said, It was but one Star which 
appeared at three several times, in several 
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places; and others would have them to be 
three several Stars; for they thought it impos-
sible, that those three several appearances 
should have been but one Star, because every 
Star did rise at a certain time, and appear’d 
in a certain place, and did disappear in the 
same place: Next, It is altogether improbable, 
said they, That one Star should fly from place 
to place, especially at such a vast distance, 
without a visible motion; in so short a time, 
and appear in such different places, whereof 
two were quite opposite, and the third side-
ways: Lastly, If it had been but one Star, said 
they, it would always have kept the same splen-
dor, which it did not; for, as above mentioned, 
two were bright, and one was dim. After they 
had thus argued, the Empress began to grow 
angry at their Telescopes, that they could 
give no better Intelligence; for, said she, now 
I do plainly perceive, that your Glasses are 
false Informers, and instead of discovering 
the Truth, delude your Senses; Wherefore I 
Command you to break them, and let the Bird-  
men trust onely to their natural eyes, and ex- 
amine Cœlestial Objects by the motions of 
their own Sense and Reason. The Bear-men 
replied, That it was not the fault of their 
Glasses, which caused such differences in 
their Opinions, but the sensitive motions in 
their Optick organs did not move alike, nor 
were their rational judgments always regular:  

To which the Empress answered, That if  
their Glasses were true Informers, they would  
rectifie their irregular Sense and Reason; But, 
said she, Nature has made your Sense and Rea- 
son more regular then Art has your Glasses; 
for they are meer deluders, and will never lead 
you to the knowledg of Truth; Wherefore I 
command you again to break them; for you 
may observe the progressive motions of 
Cœlestial Bodies with your natural eyes better 
then through Artificial Glasses. The Bear-men 
being exceedingly troubled at her Majesties 
displeasure concerning their Telescopes, 
kneel’d down, and in the humblest manner 
petitioned, that they might not be broken;  
for, said they, we take more delight in Artificial 
delusions, then in Natural truths. Besides, we 
shall want Imployments for our Senses, and 
Subjects for Arguments; for, were there noth-
ing but truth, and no falshood, there would  
be no occasion to dispute, and by this means 
we should want the aim and pleasure of our 
endeavors in confuting and contradicting each 
other; neither would one man be thought wis-
er then another, but all would either be alike 
knowing and wise, or all would be fools; 
where-fore we most humbly beseech your 
Imperial Majesty to spare our Glasses, which 
are our onely delight, and as dear to us as our 
lives. The Empress at last consented to their 
request, but upon condition, that their 
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Then the Empress asked them, Whether by 
their Sensitive perceptions they could observe 
the interior corporeal, figurative Motions both 
of Vegetables and Minerals? They answer’d, 
That their Senses could perceive them after 
they were produced, but not before; Neverthe-
less, said they, although the interior, figurative 
motions of Natural Creatures are not subject 
to the exterior, animal, sensitive perceptions, 
yet by their Rational perception they may 
judg of them, and of their productions if they 
be regular: Whereupon the Empress com-
manded the Bear-men to lend them some of 
their best Microscopes. At which the Bear- 
men smilingly answered her Majesty, that 
their Glasses would do them but little service 
in the bowels of the Earth, because there was 
no light; for, said they, our Glasses do onely 
represent exterior objects, according to the 
various reflections and positions of light; and 
wheresoever light is wanting, the glasses wil 
do no good. To which the Worm-men replied, 
that although they could not say much of 
refractions, reflections, inflections, and the 
like; yet were they not blind, even in the bow-
els of the Earth: for they could see the several 
sorts of Minerals, as also minute Animals, 
that lived there; which minute Animal Crea-
tures were not blind neither, but had some 
kind of sensitive perception that was as ser-
viceable to them, as sight, taste, smell, touch, 

She asked further, Whether Gold could not be 
made by Art? They answered, That they could 
not certainly tell her Majesty, but if it was 
possible to be done, they thought Tin, Lead, 
Brass, Iron and Silver, to be the fittest Metals 
for such an Artificial Transmutation. Then 
she asked them, Whether Art could produce 
Iron, Tin, Lead, or Silver? They answered, 
Not, in their opinion. Then I perceive, replyed 
the Empress, that your judgments are very 
irregular, since you believe that Gold, which 
is so fixt a Metal, that nothing has been found 
as yet which could occasion a dissolution of 
its interior figure, may be made by Art, and 
not Tin, Lead, Iron, Copper or Silver, which 
yet are so far weaker, and meaner Metals 
then Gold is. But the Worm-men excused 
themselves, that they were ignorant in that 
Art, and that such questions belonged more 
properly to the Ape-men, which were Her 
Majesties Chymists.
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nor could God be full of any thing, either 
forms or figures, but of himself; for God is the 
Perfection of all things, and an Unexpressible 
Being, beyond the conception of any Creature, 
either Natural or Supernatural. Then I pray 
inform me, said the Empress, Whether the 
Jews Cabbala or any other, consist in Num-
bers? The Spirits answered, No: for Numbers 
are odd, and different, and would make a disa-
greement in the Cabbala. But, said she again, 
Is it a sin then not to know or understand the 
Cabbala? God is so merciful, answered they, 
and so just, that he will never damn the igno-
rant, and save onely those that pretend to 
know him and his secret Counsels by their 
Cabbala’s; but he loves those that adore and 
worship him with fear and reverence, 
and with a pure heart. she asked further, 
which of these two Cabbala’s was most 
approved, the Natural, or Theological?  
The Theological, answered they, is mystical,  
and belongs onely to Faith; but the Natural 
be-ongs to Reason. Then she asked them, 
Whether Divine Faith was made out of Rea-
son? No answered they, for Faith proceeds 
onely from a Divine saving Grace, which is  
a peculiar Gift of God. How comes it then, 
replied she, that Men, even those that are of 
several opinions, have Faith more or less? A 
Natural Belief, answered they, is not a Divine 
Faith. But, proceeded the Empress, How are 
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At last a rain came, and upon a sudden all 
their Houses appeared of a flaming Fire; and 
the more Water there was poured on them, 
the more they did flame and burn; which 
struck such a Fright and Terror into all the 
Neighbouring Cities, Nations and Kingdoms, 
that for fear the like should happen to them, 
they and all the rest of the parts of that 
World, granted the Empress’s desire, and sub-
mitted to the Monarch and sovereign of her 
Native Countrey, the King of Esfi; save one, 
which having seldom or never any rain, but 
onely dews, which would soon be spent in a 
great fire, slighted her Power: The Empress 
being desirous to make it stoop as well as the 
rest, knew that every year it was watered by a 
flowing Tide, which lasted some Weeks; and 
although their Houses stood high from the 
ground, yet they were built upon Supporters 
which were fixt into the ground. Wherefore 
she commanded both her Bird- and Worm-
men to lay some of the Fire-stones at the bot-
tom of those Supporters, and when the Tide 
came in, all their Houses were of a Fire, which 
did so rarifie the Water, that the Tide was 
soon turn’d into a Vapour, and this Vapour 
again into Air; which caused not onely a 
destruction of their Houses, but also a general 
barrenness over all their Countrey that year, 
and forced them to submit, as well as the rest 
of the World had done.
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Accoustrements, Behaviour, and Discourse? 
The Duchess’s Soul answered, she confessed 
that it was extravagant, and beyond what was 
usual and ordinary: but yet her ambition 
being such, that she would not be like others 
in any thing, if it were possible, I endeavour, 
said she, to be as singular as I can: for, it 
argues but a mean Nature, to imitate others: 
and though I do not love to be imitated, if I 
can possibly avoid it; yet, rather than imitate 
others, I should chuse to be imitated by oth-
ers: for my Nature is such, that I had rather 
appear worse in Singularity, than better in the 
Mode. If you were not a great Lady, replied 
the Empress, you would never pass in the 
World for a wise Lady: for, the World would 
say, your Singularities are Vanities. The Duch-
ess’s Soul answered, she did not at all regard 
the Censure of this, or any other Age, concern-
ing Vanities: but, said she, neither this pres-
ent, nor any of the future Ages, can or will tru-
ly say, that I am not Vertuous and Chast: for I 
am confident, all that were, or are acquainted 
with me, and all the Servants which ever I 
had, will or can upon their oaths declare my 
actions no otherwise than Vertuous: and cer-
tainly, there’s none even of the meanest 
Degree, which have not their Spies and Wit-
nesses, much more those of the Nobler sort, 
which seldom or never are without Attend-
ants; so that their Faults (if they have any) will 

easily be known, and as easily be divulged. 
Wherefore, happy are those Natures that are 
Honest, Vertuous, and Noble; not only happy 
to themselves, but happy to their Families. 
But, said the Empress, if you glory so much in 
your Honesty and Vertue, how comes it that 
you plead for Dishonest and Wicked persons, 
in your Writings? The Duchess answered, It 
was only to shew her Wit, not her Nature.






