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The Textile and Surface Design course is di-
vided into a four-year bachelor’s program 
and a one-year master’s program. The ob-
ject of the study program is the design of 
surfaces in all their manifold manifestati-
ons.Textile and Surface Design has always 
been concerned both with the constructive 
and technical side of materials as well as 
with their aesthetic, sensual qualities. The 
expanding spectrum of new materials and 
their potential for innovative applications is 
increasingly influencing this field of study.

Through the incorporation of current tech-
nological, cultural and socio-economic issu-
es, a broad field of references is established, 
which transcends the classic notion of texti-
le design. Instead it combines the traditional 
competencies of the subject with other dis-
ciplines to tackle contemporary issues and 
create innovative design solutions. Thus, ta-
king into account latest developments, texti-
le is considered one of the key technologies 
of the future. The design of surfaces and the 
integration of specific functions into textiles 
has taken on great importance through new 
technologies, and will broaden the future of 
this professional field significantly. Within 
this context, the social perspective, questi-
ons of style and trends, aspects of sustaina-
bility, economics, and aesthetic play a cen-
tral role, being addressed throughout the 
course of the studies.

The bachelor’s program starts with a one-
year interdisciplinary foundation course, at-
tended by students across all departments. 
During the following three years, the focus 
is on textile and surface design in all its dif-
ferent contexts, including the body, interior 
and exterior space, as well as design of pro-

duct surfaces or interfaces. In parallel to the 
development of conceptual design thinking 
skills, students engage with both traditional 
and innovative technical possibilities in the 
design of textile and non-textile materials, 
surfaces and membrane structures. An ex-
amination of related disciplines, such as fa-
shion, product design, architecture, media, 
and the visual arts also plays a major role on 
the course. Social factors are likewise taken 
into consideration: within what context the 
creative work is being produced; how do co-
lor, materials and fabrics relate to contem-
porary lifestyles and trends; and how must 
economic, ecological, technological and glo-
bal viewpoints be taken into consideration 
in the work of design. The surface opens 
connections to many different fields of ap-
plication, out of which new competencies 
and spheres of creative action can develop. 
Conception and design are central compo-
nents of the course. In addition, compre-
hensive scientific and creative methods and 
skills are conveyed. An approach to design 
that combines pragmatic professionalism, 
critical thinking, trans-disciplinary exchange 
and aesthetic autonomy is encouraged.

Cooperations and research projects with 
partners from external research institutes 
and the industry ensure a high standard 
professional practice education, tackling 
crucial contemporary issues.

THE STUDY

Start of studies

Admission for first-year students only in the 
winter semester, with the start of beginning 
in October. For transfer students (from the 
3rd semester onwards) are admitted for the 
admission is possible for the summer and 
winter semester. 

Course structure 

The entire program is modular in structure. 
modules and their contents are described 
in the Module Handbook (at www.kh-berlin.



de under >Study  >Study Organization >Stu-
dy Regulations. The course is divided into a 
four-year Bachelor course and a two-year 
Masters. The bachelor’s program starts 
with an one-year interdisciplinary foundati-
on course, attended by students across all 
departments. After the foundation year the 
Bachelors course aim to produce competent 
and independent designer personalities. 
Teaching in the shape of exercises, semi-
nars and lectures is largely done in common 
courses for all specialisms. 

Foundation Course (first year of studies)

Students in all departments take the foun-
dation courses in the foundation of art and 
design. General aesthetic, visual and practi-
cal foundational knowledge and practice are 
thought, including foundations in the fields 
of digital media and anatomy/morphology. 
Students are introduced to sensual-direct 
as well as analytical-systematic ways of wor-
king. The broad curriculum enables them to 
discover, develop, and deepen their indivi-
dual abilities and talents. Teaching takes 
place in interdisciplinary small working 
groups. Interdisciplinary interactions, team-
work, and communicative activity going 
beyond the limits of oné own discipline and 
genre.  With the special structure and its 
range of what is on offer, the foundational 
program is a specialty of weißensee aca-
demy of art. The program emphasizes in 
particular the following: teaching the foun-
dation art and design, expanding individual 
creative abilities, open up new work modes, 
acquisition of expertise and skills in various 
crafts and more. 

Study abroad

The weißensee kunsthochschule berlin has 
an intensive student exchange program 
with more than 120 partner universities, 
academies and colleges in Europe, Asia, 
USA and Canada. At the International Office 
of the weißensee kunsthochschule berlin, 
students in the second stage of their stu-
dies can obtain information about exchange 

places in the ERASMUS program or other 
opportunities for a stay abroad and submit 
their submit their applications

Studio Workshops

The instructional program of weißensee 
academy of art berlin is outstanding suppor-
ted by its studios workshops. 
The 19 superbly equipped workshops and 
studios provide practical, technical training 
in printing, casting, weaving and knitting 
skills as well as in solid digital technologies. 
The artisans convey skills and basic know-
ledge about the most disparate materials. 
All students can use the workshops, whate-
ver course they are enrolled. Besides acqui-
ring traditional manual skills, they can learn 
the newest computer-aided techniques. 
For example weißensee has a Ceramic- and 
Model Making Workshop, also a Wood-
, Welding- and Bookbinding Workshop, a 
Printing Studio, a Silkscreen- and Gravure 
Workshop, Weaving/Dying/ Knitting  rooms, 
Photography-  and a Computer Studio, an 
Interactive Technology Lab and more. The 
research laboratories at the school focus on 
experimental research and networks for su-
stainable design strategies as well as media 
and information technologies.

Conclusion of study

The study is concluded with a Bachelor ex-
amination. Admission to the bachelor thesis 
procedure is only for students who have 
completed at least two semesters of main 
study and have concluded this study suc-
cessfully. After having passed the bachelor 
examination, the graduate will receive the 
academic degree of „Bachelor of Arts in Tex-
tile- and Surface Design“.

Master Program

The master’s program “Material“ or „Style”, 
which builds on the bachelor’s program, 
offers students the opportunity to choose 
between two focal areas: „Material“ offering 
experimental or applied material research 



Place / date of the admission test

The format of the portfolio submission You 
will receive the organizational instructions 
for portfolio submission, place and date of 
the examination at the beginning of Janu-
ary at the latest. TThe format of the port-
folio submission (digital or analogue) will 
always be decided at the beginning of the 
application phase and published on our 
website. website. The admission test always 
takes place at the end of the winter seme-
ster, in early or mid-February of the year.   
 
International applicants who require a visa 
are kindly requested to request a pre-confir-
mation of their application for the examina-
tion in due time.

Step 2:  portfolio submission 

The format of the portfolio submission (di-
gital or analog), is always decided at the 
beginning of the application phase.You will 
receive organizational information on the 
submission of the portfolio, the place and 
date of the exam will be sent to you at the 
latest at the beginning of January via the ap-
plication portal and by mail. 

The entrance examination usually starts 
with the submission of the portfolio with 
about 20 own creative works, which allow to 
assess the individual artistic expression of 
the applicants. Drawings, paintings, 
photographs, collages, sketchbooks, drafts 
and samples of work are desired (originals if 
possible, three-dimensional works as well as 
canvases should be photographed. All me-
dia are allowed, digital work should be sub-
mitted on a flash drive. The analog portfolio 
should be easily manageable, no larger than 
DIN A0. The current guidelines for the 
analog as well as digital portfolio can be 
found oon our website, 

in the field of surface and textile design or 
„Style“ dealing with central stylistic aspects 
of design. The master’s program with a fo-
cus on „Material“ explores and challenges 
materials-based creative design practices 
from contemporary technological, cultural 
and aesthetic perspectives. On the other 
hand the master study course with a focus 
on „Style“ integrates a precise awareness 
of contemporary cultural trends into the 
design process and situates the work itself 
within the stimulating domain of personal 
identity and social processes. Throughout 
the master program the student continues 
to systematically develop his / her own iden-
tity as a designer – both conceptually and 
practically – and implements that identity in 
a socially relevant, future-oriented practice-
based master project.

APPLICATION PROCESS

Application Periods
Step 1: Online Registration

The artistic aptitude is determined in an
artistic examination procedure. Registration 
for the aptitude test done exclusively online 
via our application application portal Cam-
puscore. The link to the Campuscore portal 
can be found on our on our website: www.
kh-berlin.de under >studies >application for 
studies >bachelor-design-and-fine-art 

The application period for undergrade pro-
gramsis always from 01 November to 10 
December, all undergrade study programs 
commence winter semester only, 
start in October.
The application periods for University Trans-
fer (from the 3rd semester). Admission are 
from 01 Dec to 02 Jan 02 for the summer 
term and May 01–31 for winter term. 

Please see information and guidelines 
for online application on the website:  
www.kh-berlin.de >Study 
>Study Application



Step 3: Admission exam

ONLY if you pass the portfolio exam will you 
receive an invitation to the artistic entrance 
exam. Here you will be given artistic tasks. 
The 2-3 day examination to determine the 
aptitude to be proven consists of  artistic-
practical tasks as well as an interview bet-
ween the applicant and the admission com-
mittee, which usually refers to the artistic 
results shown and the professional deve-
lopment as well as motivation of the parti-
cipants.

Applicants with physical or mental disabili-
ties or chronic illness can apply for compen-
sation for disadvantages before the exami-
nation.

The proof of artistic aptitude acquired 
through the examination of artistic aptitude 
remains valid for 3 years.

Genaral notes on portfolio creation

The format of the portfolio submission (di-
gital or analogue) will always be decided at 
the beginning of the application phase and 
published on our website. 

The admission test usually begins with the
with the submission of the portfolio with ap-
prox. 20 own creative works, which enable 
the individual artistic expression of the
applicants to be assessed. The concept of 
the portfolio is entirely up to the applicant 
and should be demonstrate not only basic 
artistic skills and creativity but also works 
that are relevant to the desired program. 

Drawings are desired, sculptures, photos, 
collages, sketchbooks, sketches and samp-
les of work (if possible originals, three-di-
mensional works and Canvases should be 
photographed. All media are allowed, digital 
works should be submitted on a flash dri-
ve. The analogue portfolio should be easy to 
handle not larger than DIN A0. The current 
guidelines for the analog and digital portfo-
lio can be found on our website. 

Step 4: Admission

An application can be filed only after having 
passed the artistic admission test, whereu-
pon the suitable applicants will receive the 
corresponding application form from the 
weißensee academy of art berlin. This form 
has to be sent within the established period 
(March 31), together with the appertaining 
documents, to the matriculation office. Al-
lotment of the study places by central as-
signment (ZVS), numerus clausus, waiting 
semesters or drawing of lots is not done. 
After conclusion of the admission procedu-
re in Mai of the same year, the applicants 
receive a written admission award and the 
registration forms.

Place / date of the admission test

You will receive the organizational instruc-
tions for portfolio submission, place and 
date of the examination at the beginning 
of January at the latest. TThe format of the 
portfolio submission (digital or analogue) 
will always be decided at the beginning of 
the application phase and published on our 
website. website. The admission test always 
takes place at the end of the winter seme-
ster, in early or mid-February of the year.   
 
International applicants who require a visa 
are kindly requested to request a pre-confir-
mation of their application for the examina-
tion in due time.

Admission requirements

If you pass the admission test successfully 
you are allowed to apply for admission, if 
you comply with all formalities in March:

1. artistic talent/ability (exam in weissensee)

2. qualification for entrance to German 
University that means a Higher Secondary 
(School) certificate or alternatively special 
artistic aptitude, applicants without Abitur 
can also be admitted to study if they prove 
a special artistic aptitude in the admission 



University Transfer

Transfer to the weißensee academy of art 
berlin  is possible only after completion of 
the fundamental study or of the 2nd seme-
ster in the same course of study. It is recom-
mendable first to get into touch with the 
professors of the desired specialism and to 
arrange a personal interview. Acceptance 
and acknowledgement of accomplished stu-
dies are assessed and approved by the ex-
amination and admission committees. 
Please see information for online applicati-
on on: www.kh-berlin.de under >Studies 
>Applying For Studies >Transfer Students

Applying/studying with a disability or
chronic illness

Applicants and students with disabilities or 
chronic illnesses who are unable to com-
plete the application process, examinations 
or courses in the planned form due to their 
illness/disability can request individual com-
pensation for disadvantages compensation 
in consultation with the department concer-
ned. Information is offered by the general 
student advisory service.

Preliminary practical training

A preliminary practical training is conside-
red as basic requirement for matriculation. 
The preliminary training is necessary for 
acquiring knowledge and experience con-
cerning basic working techniques, materials 
and working processes. Especially suitable 
to this effect are metal working and proces-
sing factories or other technically oriented 
industries. Duration should be 6 to 8 weeks.

Enrollment/Fees

For the enrollment the proofs of the health 
insurance and the payment of the semester 
fee of about 320€ are necessary (registrati-
on or administration fee, social contribution 
AStA and semester ticket).

test. The secondary school  certificate is suf-
ficient for the Fine Arts Programs!

3. Proof of the pre-study internship
in the study-relevant area (6-8 weeks), only 
for the design study programs, at the latest 
at the beginning of the study.

4. Proof of sufficient German language skills 
for international applicants

All applicants regardless the nationality are 
equate with in the application process, pro-
vided international applicants can submit a 
proof of German language proficiency with 
the online application in December: mini-
mum of the qualification level A2 all pro-
grams. Please upload the recent proof you 
have.The language of instruction is German 
in all our courses. Please note: The relevant 
language certificate must be submitted be-
fore your studies begin. If you think you 
can´t prove the required certificate, you 
may apply for delay. For the design courses 
for example Testdaf 4, DSH 2, telc Deutsch 
C1 Hochschule, DSD II, the C1 examination 
certificate of the Goethe-Institut .

Recognition of certificates

First if applicants pass the exam successful-
ly, they have to apply for admission with the 
necessary certificates and documents. Inter-
national certificates are to be submitted in 
German or English and as officially certified 
copies. The university entrance qualification 
as well as international certificates must be 
recognized in Germany. The examination 
can be viewed at www.anabin.de. 

For Chinese and Vietnamese applicants, we 
also require proof of APS. Under certain 
circumstances, applicants who are unable 
to provide proof of the university entrance 
qualification they acquired in their home 
country due to their flight may be granted 
an exemption from the requirement to pro-
vide proof. The examination is carried out 
by the Department of Student Affairs.



Info and Open Days/ Portfolio Consultions

A wonderful opportunity to inform yourself 
about studying at weissensee and to get 
an ideal insight into studies is offered by 
the annual open days in July as well as the 
public final and annual exhibition of the fi-
nearts programs. For the start of the appli-
cation process in November we offer a di-
gital information evening. Teachers as well 
as students will give short presentations on 
the bachelor‘s degree programs as well as 
on the study programs of fine arts. After-
wards, there will be the opportunity to talk 
to students and professors from the depart-
ments. In addition, digital as well as analog 
portfolio consultations will be offered du-
ring the application period. 

office hours by phone:
Tel 030-477 05 342

Tue - Wed 10 -15 h + Thu 10 -17 h
personal office hours in room A 1.03:
Tue 14-17 + Thu 10-12 h + by appointment

video consultation
every Thursday from 12-13 h:
https://jitsi.kh-berlin.de/studienberatung

weißensee kunsthochschule berlin
Bühringstr. 20 - 13086 Berlin 
 
Student advisory service
Susan Lipp
room A1.03

phone +49 30 4 77 05 342
web www.kh-berlin.de


